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München, den 2. Juni 2015

Foundation for Family Businesses „Draft bill on the reform of 
inheritance tax conveys split impression“.

The draft bill on inheritance tax reform presented today by the Federal Ministry of 

Finance leaves, from the perspective of the Foundation for Family Businesses, at first 

glance a split impression. 

„The draft bill takes into account that a sparing of the operating assets of the inheritance 

beyond 100 million euros transfer value is in principle possible,“ said Professor Rainer 

Kirchdörfer, Chairman of the Board of the Foundation for Family Businesses. This is 

consistent with the economic importance of the family business as a major employer and 

a requirement of the Foundation for Family Businesses. The 500 most important family 

businesses, in terms of numbers employed, have 3.29 million employees subject to social 

insurance contributions in Germany. This is a comparable number of jobs to a million 

craft businesses in Germany. On the positive side for the family business, he recognised 

that the Federal Ministry of Finance had conceded for the first time that there was a cons-

titutional alternative that would completely renounce the inclusion of private assets in the 

context of the needs test. 

„It is negatively striking that the Federal Ministry of Finance by no means exhausted 

the leeway that the Constitutional Court judges had left it to manoeuvre in favour of the 

family business, but rather have set course on tax increases“ criticized Kirchdörfer.  

The Foundation for Family Businesses will explore the burden of the proposed regulations with 

family businesses in the next few days, and then sign into the debate with a detailed opinion. 

The draft bill will be discussed on the podium with the chairmen of the CDU / CSU, SPD and 

Green Parliamentary factions at the „Day of the Family Business“ on 12 June in Berlin.
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